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Many of us have attempted to console friends who have recently been divorced, and though it can be a 
pretty hard sell, we have assured them that things will indeed be better with the passage of time.  Here’s a 
fine poem of consolation by Patricia Jabbeh Wesley, who teaches at Penn State. 
 
 
One Day 
 

Love Song for the Newly Divorced 
 
One day, you will awake from your covering 
and that heart of yours will be totally mended, 
and there will be no more burning within. 
The owl, calling in the setting of the sun 
and the deer path, all erased. 
And there will be no more need for love 
or lovers or fears of losing lovers 
and there will be no more burning timbers 
with which to light a new fire, 
and there will be no more husbands or people 
related to husbands, and there will be no more 
tears or reason to shed your tears. 
You will be as mended as the bridge 
the working crew has just reopened. 
The thick air will be vanquished with the tide 
and the river that was corrupted by lies 
will be cleansed and totally free. 
And the rooster will call in the setting sun 
and the sun will beckon homeward, 
hiding behind your one tree that was not felled. 
 
 
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), 
publisher of Poetry magazine.  It is also supported by the Department of English at the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln.  Poem copyright ©2010 by Patricia Jabbeh Wesley from her fourth book of poetry, 
“Where the Road Turns,” Autumn House Press, 2010.  Poem reprinted by permission of Patricia Jabbeh 
Wesley and the publisher.  Introduction copyright ©2011 by The Poetry Foundation.  The introduction’s 
author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress 
from 2004-2006.  We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts. 
 
American Life in Poetry ©2006 The Poetry Foundation 
Contact: alp@poetryfoundation.org 
This column does not accept unsolicited poetry. 
 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/

